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A great white shark opens 
its massive jaws to strike 
at a chunk of fish meat. 
Results from recent | 
studies are helping © 
scientists dispel 
many myths 
about white 
sharks. 


see : 


—David Reed/Impact Visuals 


Russia Bans 
Some Ads 


Not long after a group of U.S. doctors called for a 
ban on all alcohol and tobacco advertisements in the 
United States (see issue 23), Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin announced a ban on ads for those products in 
his country. 

Yeltsin banned all alcohol and tobacco ads on radio 
and TV, as well as in magazines and newspapers. 
Health experts in Russia say the ban has been a long 
time in coming. 

“We have been saying for years,” says public-health 
expert Galina Perfilyeva, “that as long as the most 
popular man in Russia is the Marlboro Man, we can’t 
do much about the wretched health of the nation.” 

Health experts say the health of people in Russia 
is wretched. The percentage of Russians who drink is 
higher than the percentage of people from any other 
nation who drink. And almost 70 percent of adults in 
Russia smoke. Heart disease and certain cancers— 
diseases that can be caused by smoking and 
drinking—run rampant throughout Russia. 

Says Perfilyeva about the ban on alcohol and 
tobacco ads, “This is finally an acknowledgment that 
something immediate needs to be done.” 


A woman in Moscow walks by a billboard advertising 
cigarettes. Russian leaders recently banned all alcohol and 
tobacco ads. 


PLUS NATIONA 


A kidina tunnel in Nogales, Arizona, holds 


a soft-drink can partially filled with paint. 
Nearly all tunnel kids sniff paint fumes to 
get high. Doctors say the fumes can 
damage the brain, liver, lungs, or kidneys. 


azaro is typical. His clothes 
are dirty, his feet are almost 
constantly wet, and he lives 
in a tunnel that has raw 
sewage running through it. 
Lazaro, 11, is one of an estimated 
25 to 150 kids who live in a vast 
tunnel system beneath Nogales, Ari- 
zona. Some people call the kids 
bajadores (bah-hah-DOR-ehz), or 
“undergrounders.” They are more 
often called simply “tunnel kids.” 
Nogales police say tunnel kids fre- 
quently rob people on the streets, 
shoplift items from stores, and force 
restaurants to give them food. The 
kids say they’re just trying to survive. 


Running from Poverty 

Kids first began living in the 
Nogales tunnels about five years ago. 
Some kids fled to Arizona from Mex- 
ico to escape the extreme poverty 
there. Others ran away from home to 
escape family difficulties. 

Lazaro explains how he became a 
tunnel kid: “My mom left me. My dad 


NEVVS 


Helping Tunnel Kids 
Find a Way Out 


drinks a lot, and he abuses. I 
would ask my mom to take me 
home, but she lives too far 
away, and my dad refuses to 
give me the money to go home.” 
Like many tunnel kids, 
Lazaro sometimes begs for 
money or food. When he gets sick 
from coming into contact with 
the filthy water in the tunnels, 
he doesn’t seek treatment. He 
has no money for medical care. 


Young Criminals 

The police understand the 
plight of the tunnel kids but say 
the kids are hardly innocent vic- 
tims. Police officials blame much 
of the rising crime rate in 
Nogales on the tunnel kids. 

Every day, kids climb out of 
the tunnels and hit the streets. 
Many of the kids steal food, 
clothing, or money while above- 
ground. When kids see the 
police start to chase them, they 
scurry underground and escape 
into the maze of tunnels. 

City officials installed iron 
gates in some tunnels last year 
to prevent kids from using the 
tunnels to travel from Mexico to 
the United States. Water rush- 
ing through the tunnels forced 
open one gate. Tunnel kids 
broke through the rest. 


Keeping Hope Alive 

Many city officials say the 
best hope for a normal life for 
kids who live belowground lies 
in the help they get from above. 
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—Susan Plageman/ The Indianapolis Star 


One program, Mi Casa Nueva, 
could help. 

Mi Casa Nueva offers tunnel 
kids food, shelter, clothing, and 
counseling. “We work one-on- 
one with these kids,” explains 
Teresa Leal, an official at the 


ARIZONA 


@Phoenix 


MEXICO 


A tunnel kid in Nogales shows 
where he lives. Waste-filled water 
constantly flows through this 
tunnel and others in a vast 
drainage system beneath Nogales. 


shelter. “Often, they’re used to 
lying; they’re used to fantasies.” 

Counselors at Mi Casa Nueva 
try to help kids understand the 
consequences of staying in the 
tunnels. They also provide kids 
with the support they need to 
leave the tunnels for good. 

No one, though, not even Leal, 
thinks Mi Casa Nueva will save 
all tunnel kids. But, they say, it’s 
a start. Says Leal, “It’s one kid at 
a time.” 


Should the city of Nogales 
provide food, clothing, and 
permanent housing for all 
tunnel kids? Why or why not? 


fat sea lion frolics 
at the ocean’s sur- 
face. Then, with a 
sudden splash, 
the sea lion disappears. Seconds 
later, a pool of blood appears at 
the surface. A great white shark 
has struck again. 

Many people think great 
whites kill for the sake of 
killing. They think the sharks 
don’t care what they eat and 
that the animals kill at random. 
None of that is true. 

Scientists studying great 
whites off the coast of California 
discovered recently that the 
sharks aren’t the ran- 
dom, senseless killers 
they’re often made 
out to be. Rather, say 
the scientists, the ani- 
mals choose their 
prey carefully and 
avoid prey they find 
distasteful—including 
humans. 


Picky, Picky, Picky 
Peter Klimley, a 
marine biologist at 
the University of 
California at Davis, 
recently spent several 
months observing 
great white sharks in 
their natural environ- 
ment. His observations indicate 
that white sharks are actually 
picky eaters. 

Klimley says white sharks are 
apex predators. Apex predators 
prey on other animals in an 
environment, but no animals 
native to that environment prey 
on them. Adult white sharks 
prey most often on seals, sea 
lions, and other pinnipeds, ani- 
mals that have flippers. 

However, says Klimley, white 
sharks rarely prey on birds, sea 
otters, or humans. In fact, out of 
77 white shark attacks on 


Jeff Rotman/Innerspace Visions 


humans worldwide since 1926, 
eight resulted in death. 

Klimley thinks white sharks 
avoid humans and seek out pin- 
nipeds in part because the 
sharks prefer fat over muscle. 
The body of a pinniped is com- 
posed mostly of fat, says Klimley. 
In contrast, the bodies of birds, 
sea otters, and humans are com- 
posed mostly of muscle. Klimley 
thinks white sharks prefer fatty 
animals to more muscular ones 
because the sharks can obtain 
more energy from fat than they 
can from muscle. 


Attacks Vary 

White sharks also don’t 
attack prey the way many 
people think they do. 
Sharks are commonly 
thought to bite their prey, 
spit it out, then wait until 
the prey dies before feeding 
on the remains. Recent 
studies have shown, how- 
ever, that white sharks 
attack different animals in 
different ways. 

For instance, says Klimley, 
great whites tend to attack seals 
and other small pinnipeds qui- 
etly, with little splashing. When 
a shark attacks a seal, it 
approaches from below. Then, in 
one swift move, the shark grabs 
the seal by the neck and pulls it 
below the surface. 

Rather than spitting out the 
seal, though, the shark grips it 
tightly in its jaw until the seal 
bleeds to death. At that point, 
the shark bites off a piece of the 
seal and allows it to float to the 


1tists Unravel Mysteries of 


HE GREAT 
ITE SHARK 


surface. The shark then Big Animals, Big Splash 
returns to the surface to feed White sharks attack larger 
on the seal’s remains. pinnipeds differently. When a 


s-lVionterey Bay 


MVionterey 


—Vilma Ortiz 


The map shows the typical migration patterns of white sharks off the coast 
of California. Young sharks, born in southern waters, feed mostly on fish. As 
a shark grows larger, it needs more food. So it moves northward in search 
of larger animals, such as seals and sea lions. 
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A white shark approaches a steel cage as 
researchers inside the cage look on. Many 
shark researchers observe sharks by using 
bait to attract the animals to an area. 
Researchers in California, though, have 
been studying sharks under more natural 
conditions, without the use of bait. 


shark attacks a sea lion, for 
example, it attacks with an 
explosive splash. When the 
shark strikes, it grabs the sea 
lion by the throat and pulls it 
beneath the surface. 

Instead of biting off a chunk of 
the sea lion, though, the shark 
releases its grip. The sea lion, 
severely injured but still alive, 
swims weakly to the surface. 
The shark then strikes again, 
this time biting off a piece of its 
prey and killing it. 

Klimley says studies of great 
white sharks are helping dispel 
myths about the animals. Like 
many scientists, he thinks the 
sharks are fascinating crea- 
tures that should be better 
understood. 


White sharks have been por- 

‘trayed almost exclusively as 
random killers. Should the media 
portray the sharks differently in 
the future? Why or why not? 


School News 


2,500 


The graph shows the 
increase in the number 
of public year-round 
schools in the United 
States. Most kids on 
the year-round plan go 
to school the same 
number of days as do 
kids on a September- 
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Number of public year-round schools in the United States 
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*Data not collected in 1988 
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Source: National Association for Year-Round Schools 


MoRE SCHOOLS 
GOING YEAR-ROUND 


When June rolls around, 
most students are anxious to 
start their summer vacations. 
But for kids in North Holly- 
wood, California, June is just 
another month of school. 

Like a growing number of 
kids nationwide, North Holly- 
wood kids go to school for two 
months, then have one month 
off—all year round. More than 
1.6 million students in 37 
states go to school year-round. 

Why are year-round schools 
becoming so popular? Support- 
ers say kids learn more when 
they go to school year-round. If 
they have just one month off 
between school sessions, kids 
remember what they learn 
better than if they have three 


months off in the summer. 

Betty Cobbe, a principal at a 
school in Everett, Washington, 
adds that with a September-to- 
June calendar, teachers spend a 
lot of time reviewing material 
covered during the previous 
year. In year-round schools, 
teachers can spend more time 
teaching kids new things. 

Not everyone likes year-round 
schools. Many parents who work 
during the day say they often 
can’t find day care for their kids 
during the four vacations, each a 
month long. 

And some kids, like North 
Hollywood student Brian Garrett, 
don’t like having short vacations. 
Says Brian, “I would like to have 
the whole summer off.” 


| help their communities ens 
| Recent i S 


oy a senior citizen to tell you about — 
_ the “good old days,” and record ~ 
the stories. Give a copy to your 
_ grandfriend, and donate one to 
your local library. — 


/ vival Kit. You might include a 
map of your school, school phone _ 
- numbers, a school calendar, | 


school activities, the names of 
- the teachers, a bus schedule, and — 
maybe some candy to make an 
new student smile. | . 


. your parent or another trustwor- g 
| thy adult with you on set 
poe Never oF alone! ee 


s Adopt : a ieasedtricied ak : 


«| Save | some ‘oid Nolan: _ 


ter at your local animal shelter. — 
Help the shelter workers make ~ 
phone calls to find homes ae 
abandoned pets. 
 *Bea graffiti bicker. Get 
| ‘some friends together to paint — 
_ over graffiti in your community. — 
- Ask your local police departm 
_ to donate paint and paintbrushes 
and to show you where you oy 
| paint over graffiti. | =. 


nent 


2 Make a New-Kid’s : Soc | 


school rules, a list of popular 


One more tip. pe aa tae 


ay, Would you prefer going to 

4 school year-round or 

® from September to June, 

THINKING 5 most U.S. students do? 
Explain your response. 


King for a Day 
Television Bloo 
Shadowlands 
Star Trek 


ute Women __| | Runaways 


Handle With Care 


Lessons of the Day 
Angels in the Outfield 
Tall Tales 

Until We Meet Again 
Three Men and a Baby 


Keep a Candle Lit 
Hotel California 
Jurassic Park 
The Fortune Teller 


Hot El Casa 
Limelight 


Mary Poppins Great Glory 
F Tootsie = The Flintstones 
Telephone Calls Heavyweights 


Intelligent Life 
Model Motel 


The Telethon 
Sally Ride 


The Odd Couple 
Sound of Music 


Humboldt! 


Never Cry Wolf 
Kindergarten Cop 

The Dark Crystal 

The Black Stallion 


Dumb and Dumber 


They Ate Late 
Return of the Jedi 
Don't Tell Dad! 


Beware! 


The Incredible Journey 


| Forrest Gump 


Many of the movies in this video 
store contain the letters /, e, tf insome The customers in this store represent 
combination. Can you count how many three well-known movies. Can you guess 
times those letters—not separated by any which ones? The names of all three movies 
other letters—appear in the store? can be found on videos in this store. 


ging Are Year-Round Sehools? 


MONT. 


Source: National Association 
for Year-Round Schools 


Circle the letter of the response that 
best completes each statement. 


i. 


Between 11 and 25 year-round 
schools are located in each of 
(A) two states, (B) five states, 
(C) 13 states. 

Between 26 and 50 year-round 
schools are located in each of 
(A) two states, (B) five states, 
(C) 13 states. 

Thirteen states each have 
(A) no year-round schools, 
(B) one to five year-round 
schools, (C) more than 50 year- 
round schools. 

More states have more than 50 
year-round schools than have 
(A) no year-round schools, 


WHO SUPPORIS WHAT? 


Alaska and 
Hawaii are not in 
position and are 
not drawn to 
scale. 


GEOPIUS MAP ACTIVITY 


public and private 


schools in each state. 


(B) one to five year-round 
schools, (C) six to ten year- 
round schools. 

Of states that border the 
Atlantic Ocean, only two have 
(A) no year-round schools, 
(B) one to five year-round 
schools each, (C) more than 50 
year-round schools each. 

The number of year-round 
schools in most of the states 
that border Missouri is (A) one 
to five, (B) six to ten, (C) more 
than 50. 


Should more schools across the 
country become year-round? 
Why or why not? 


For each of these statements (which may or may not be true), write S if the state- 
ment tends to support year-round schools and NS if the statement tends not to 


support year-round schools. 


1. The longer students stay away from the classroom, the more 


they forget what they have learned. 


several short school vacations. 


go on vacation. 


2. Many teachers have trouble finding part-time jobs during 
3. Teachers feel less stress about teaching the more often they 


4. Kids who spend much of the summer at camp can develop 


close relationships with new kids. 


friends from school. 


5. Kids who go away for long vacations can lose touch with their 


/ The map shows the 
number of year-round 


